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NOTICE OF NEXT MEETING 

DATE: Thursday, December 7, 1989 

TIME: Doors open at 7 p.m. Meeting starts 

at 7:30 sharp! 

PLACE: Richmond Elementary School 

(Main entrance, turn right, 
upstairs, north wing) 

2780 Richmond Road. 

Parking is available on site or on the North side of 
Townley St. Please note that we must be out by 10 p.m. 

(Meetings are held the first Thursday of every month 
from September through to June.) 

MEETING FORMAT: 

- Group Business 

- Questions 8c Answers/Open Discussion 

- Main Theme: Programming - is that all there 

is to Computer Science? 

- Special Interest Groups (SIGs) 

As there are no facilities available for making coffee in 
the school, those needing a fix or just some socializing 
after the meeting are welcome to meet at the local 
McDonald's at Hillside. 

This month we are pleased to have Dr. Byron Ehle 
of the University of Victoria who will speak on the 


subject "Programming - is that all there is to Computer 
Science?", a subject of interest to all. 


EDITORIAL 

It seems that our new meeting location is a big hit with 
all those lIGS's available. It" wasn't long before there 
was a lineup to use them. 

With the influx of new members, our membership 
database has rapidly become out of date. This month's 
newsletter has a questionnaire prepared, by George 
Sherwood to bring us up to date on what hardware and 
software our members use and their specfic interests. 
We hope that each of you will take the time to complete 
and return it to George who has volunteered to assemble 
it for us. 

As always, we are looking for contributions to this 
newsletter and for suggestions for topics of interest to 
our members. Also, a questions and answers column may 
be of interest to other members besides those asking the 
questions. 

NOTES FROM THE NOVEMBER MEETING 

We had a very good turnout to our first meeting at our 
new Richmond School location. And as was only fitting, 
our new Vice President, Robin, welcomed us to his 
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school and chaired the meeting as well. 

In the short discussion period, Norm mentioned that 
TimeOut's Desk Tools (last revision Oct. 19/89) is now 
in. He also feels that AppleWorks 3.0 is well worth the 
upgrade cost of $104. AppleWorks GS V1.1 is now out 
and the upgrade costs $29. 


The disk of the month 
contained Basic System 1.4 
and Columnist, a program that 
will read AppleWorks Word 
Processing files and lay them 
out for you in two or three 
columns. 

Anyone who enjoys playing the 
game Germ please note: it 
won’t work with Basic 
System 1.4. 

Demo 


We welcomed John Revoy 
from Odyssey Computers who 
showed us the Cordata Color 
Bridge computer. Inside its 
case lies both a 640K IBM board and an Apple 128 
65C02 board. When turned on, it automatically starts up 
in MS-DOS mode, but you can switch over easily to 
Apple II mode by pressing ALT+ESC. This actually 
interupts the active mode to shift control to the other 
card; both cards cannot run at the same time. The 
system speed is 4 mHz. 

Also on the inside are four expansion slots, one of which 
will be used for the controller card for an optional hard 
drive (RLL, SCSI etc.). On the back are ports for an Apple 
joystick or mouse, an IBM mouse, a printer, and video. 
To use a joystick in IBM mode you’ll need to add a 
controller card. 



everyone to play on any of the 15 Apple llgs's in the lab. 
Many took advantage of the time to view disks from 
our public domain library and to gather in small groups 
for impromptu help sessions and discussions. 

As there are no facilities for refreshments at the 

school, anyone wishing to 
attend the "apres meeting" 
at the nearby McDonalds on 
Hillside is more than 
welcome. 


APPLE CANADA NEWS 

This month’s package 
contained a video of 
highlights of AppleFest in 
San Francisco. We haven’t 
had the chance to review it. 
Also included was a video 
introducing AppleLink 5.0, an 
item on how Apple designs 
the unique plastic cases, and 
other exciting things. 

MEMBERSHIP 


Welcome to our new members for November 

Annette and Ryan Bushby 656-7128 

G.D. (Joe) Young 592-1423 

PUBLISH IT! TIPS 

by Ron Dyck 

When drawing graphics for, or importing graphics into 
Publish It! it is useful to have an understanding of the 
various horizontal to vertical ratios (proportions) 
involved to achieve the best possible results. 


There is room only for two internal drives, which can be 
a combination of 5.25, 3.5 and hard drives. An external 
drive can be plugged into the mother board. The floppy 
drives will read and write in either IBM or Apple 
formats, depending on the mode you’re in. However, until 
someone comes up with the appropriate software, the 
Apple mode will not recognize IBM disks and vice versa. 
In Apple mode, the drives will read most disks, but seem 
unable to access disks using half tracking (found on some 
copy-protected disks). 

The system package John showed us came with one 5.25 
drive, a hard drive, an IBM color monitor and the Cordata 
computer itself, and retailed for $2750. For those 
wishing to be "bilingual”, this computer may be your 
answer. Be sure to confirm first, though, that the 
memory can be expanded successfully in both modes r and- 
that your favorite programs will indeed recognize the 
extra RAM. This product is being upgraded quite 
frequently, so be sure to check the model number and 
available features. 


Graphics displayed on the norma! hires screen have a 
ratio of aproximatly 1:1 (there will be some variation 
depending on how vour monitor is adjusted). This 
means that figure which is for example 10 dots wide 
by 10 dots high will appear to be a square. The double 
hires screen'has a ratio of 2:1, ie the same figure 
would have to be 20 dots wide by 10 dots high to 
appear square. 

When graphic images are printed out things get more 
complicated. Dot matrix printers are capable of 
printing at different dot densities and this will affect 
how the picture looks. For example on my system 
(lle,Grappler+ printer card, Panasonic KX-P1080 
printer), the printer is capable of printing graphics in 
the following horizontal dot densities; 60, 72, 80, 90, 
120, 240. As you can see the most accurate print out 
of the screen would be done using the 72 dpi mode 
(1:1). The standard (default) graphic mode however is 
60 dpi (5:6), and this results in a slightly distorted 
(horizontally stretched) image when doing a screen 
dump using the built-in Grappler+ routines: i.e., circles 
on the screen appear to be ovals in the printout. 


Following the demo there was plenty of time for 
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Publish Itl prints using a horizontal resolution of 120 
dots per inch (dpi) and a vertical resolution of 72 dpi 
(5:3). When importing graphics designed on the double 
hires (2:1) screen into Publish It! a horizontal 
distortion similar to that described above will be 
observed* This is generally not a problem. However, 
if you are designing a graphic or logo to be used with 
Publish It! taking these ratios into account will give you 
more accurate results. 

A handy aid to producing accurate Publish It! graphics 
can be easily produced using Publish It! itself. Graph 
paper with the proper horizontal to vertical ratio can 
be produced by following these steps: 

1. Pull down the “Special" menu and select "Define 
Pattern.” 

2. Choose the pattern you like the least and edit it 
so that only the top row and leftmost column of dots 
are black. 

3. Pull down the "Objects" menu and choose "Set 
Fill Pattern." 

4. Pick the pattern you just redefined (it should be 
one of the ones on the bottom row.) 

5. Choose the "Filled Box Tool" and draw a small 
box on the screen. 

6. Press Open-Apple M and set the following 
"Object Specifications" 


Left Start 

0.466 

inches 

Top Start 

0.433 

inches 

Width 

7266 

inches 

Height 

10.109 

inches 


7. Save to disk. 

8. Print. 

As this paper takes a considerable time to printout 
you will probably want to make one master sheet and 
then photocopy it. Design your graphic on this paper 
and then input it into the computer using the Magnify or 
Fatbits option of your double hires graphics program 
(Dazzle Draw, 816 Paint, etc.) When you import the 
resulting picture into Publish It! it will then be properly 
proportioned. 


* This was a necessary design tradeoff imposed on 
the Publish It! proyammers because most non-Apple 
printers do not support the 144 dpi mode which is 
required for complete fidelity. 


MAILBAG 

The following newsletters were received last month: 

Apple SAUCE. - Saskatoon 
APPLES B.C. NEWS 
AppleWords - Little Egypt AUG 
Atlanta Area AUG Newsletter 
Atom's Apple - Space Coast AUG 
BYTELINES - Northern Indiana AUG 
News For Apple lls - Regina Apple II Group 
The WRAM Newsletter - Waterloo 


produced locally for the Apple I! family (DOS 3.3) which 
allows you to print out any calendar from 1 BC to 2525 
AD (the end of the world, perhaps). You can print a full 
year, month, week, or day with personalized headings, 
notes, comments, appointments, etc. A very 
comprehensive Programming Guide is available as a 
companion to the Calendar. 


The program is menu-driven and simple to run. The 
demo disk demonstrates all of the features, but only a 
few years are available on it. Interesting is the year 
1752 when the switch from the Julian to the Gregorian 
calendar was made. Eleven days had to be omitted from 
September to bring the calendar in sync with the sun. 

The updated version is 3.2. The Oicie Oakminster 
Calender sells for $24.95 + $3.50 postage. The 
Programming Guide is $14.95 + $3.50. The combined 
package sells for $35.95 + $4.95. They are available 
from: 

Oakminster Products Incorporated, 

4879 Cordova Bay Rd. 

Victoria, B.C. V8Y2J9 
Telephone 604-658-1161 

The demo disk and Programming Guide will be in our 
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Computer Systems & Software 


LON TAYLOR 

President 

City Centre Plaza 
204 - 1483 Douglas Street 
Victoria. B.C.. Canada V8W 3K4 
FAX (604)386-2515 


PH. (604) 382-3475 


library for members to try out. 

DaFfY-nl-sHuNs 

(from Atlanta Area AUG, Nov., 1989) 

SERIAL INTERFACE - a spoon 
ASYNCH - a place to wash your hands 
BBS - tall tales told by insects that produce honey 
BLOCK PARITY - one heck of a good time 
CARRIER DETECT - raison d'etre for premarital 
blood tests 

MODEM - what landscapers do to lawns 
ETHERNET - a device for catching the Ether Bunny 
XMODEM - a device on the losing end of an encounter 
with lightning 

ASCII - an ancient god of telecommunications. Rumored 
to give vast amounts of data to believers. Hence 
the phrase "Ascii and you shall receive". 


Another item received in the mail was a demo disk 
package for The Olde Oakminster Calendar, a program 
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SOFTWARE 


gives this software a very high rating for the modest fee 
of $25 US. 


PUBLISH IT! 3.0 


TimeWorks has announced that Publish It! 3.0 will be out 
in a few months. Some of the new features are: 

1. Colour printouts 

2. Improved program operations 

3. PostScript gray-scale support 

4. Cut, copy, and paste groups 

5. Improved graphics importing, including super hi-res 

6. IIGS Font support 

7. Enhanced printout speed 

8. Personal "non-printable" memos 

9. Custom grid 

10. Improved test runaround (preview?) 




Telephone: (604) 380-9988 Richard L. Catinus 

754 Broughton St. 
Victoria, BC 
V8W1E1 

Advantage 

« 

Computers Ltd. 

Authorized Deafer 



11. Group locking 

12. PostScript commands 

13. AppleWorks 3.0 compatible 

14. Improved dot matrix print support 


GS/OS BUG ALERT!! 

Glen Bredon reports there is a bad bug in GS/OS 

system 5.0 and 5.0.2. The bug causes some writes over 
sparse files to be done incorrectly, zeroing out some data 
early in the file. The major effect of this is in the 
ProSel-16 restore. It might trash some restored files 
unless the files are deleted first. For now, the cure is to 
choose the erase option before doing a full restore. For a 
selective recovery the bug will be averted if the file to be 
recovered is deleted from the destination disk first. 
Bredon will put in a work-around for this problem the next 
time he uploads, and will communicate the problem to 
Apple so that it can be fixed in the next GS/OS release. 
This bug (or perhaps another one) will also affect copying 
files over the top of sparse files - unless the sparse file 
is deleted first. (Utilities does delete it first so that is 
not a worry there). - reported in Apple S.A.U.C.E. 
Newsletter, Nov., 1989) 


TimeOut - LATEST VERSIONS 


ALL disks 

- TO.UTIUTIES 

3.0 

DeskToois 

- TO.CALCULATOR 

1.0 


TO. CALENDAR 

1.0 


T 0. CASE. CONVERT 

2.0 


TO. CLOCK 

1.1 


TO.DIALER 

1.1 


TO.ENCRYPTER 

2.0 


T O.ENVELOPE.ADR 

1.4 


TO.NOTE.PAD 

1.4 


T 0. PAGE. PREV1EW 

1.0 


TO. PUZZLE 

1.0 


TO.WORD.COUNT 

2.0 

DeskTools.il 

- TO.AREACODE 

1.1 


TO. CALC. PLUS 

1.2 


TO.CLIP.VIEWER 

1.1 


TO.DIRECTREE 

1.1 


TO.DISK. TESTER 

1.0 


TO.FILE. SEARCH 

1.0 


TO.MEASURE 

1.0 


TO.PM. IMAGE 

1.0 


TO.SCREENOUT 

1.0 


TO.SCREENPRINT 

1.0 


TO. STOPWATCH 

1.0 

FileMaster 

- TO.FILEMASTER 

3.0 

Graph 

- TO. GRAPH 

3.0 

T0.PA1NT 

1.0 

MacroTools 

- TO. DEBUG 

2.0 


TO.FILE.STATUS 

1.1 


TO. MENU. MAKER 

2.0 


TO.TASKLAUNCHER 

2.0 


TO.UM.TOKENS 

2.0 

PowerPack 

- TO.ASCII 

1.1 


TO.AWP.TO.TXT 

3.0 


TO. DB. SEARCH 

3.0 


TO.DESK. SORTER 

3.0 

PowerPack 

- T0. HELPSCREENS 

3.0 


TO.LIBRARIAN 

3.0 


TO.LINESORTER 

3.0 


TO. SELECTOR 

3.0 


TO. TRIPLE. CLIP 

3.0 


TO. TRIPLE. DESK 

3 0 

QuickSpell 

- TO.QUICKSPELL 

3^0 

TO.WORD.COUNT 

2.0 

SideSpread 

- TO.SIDESPREAD 

3.0 

SpreadTools 

- TO.ANALYZER 

2.0 


TO.BLOCKCOPY 

2.0 


TO.CELLINK 

1.1 


TO.COPYRC 

2.0 


T0.FRM2VAL 

2.0 


TO.QUICKCOL 

2.0 

SuperFonts 

- TO.PAINT 

2.0 


TO. SUPERFONTS 

3.0 

TeieComm 

- TO. TELECOMM 

1.0 

Thesaurus 

- TO. THESAURUS 

2.0 

UltraMacros 

- TO.COMPILER 

3.0 


TO.CLIPBOARD 

2.0 


TO.MACRO.OPT 

3.0 


Replacing The Finder - JumoStart 2.1 

The November issue of News For Apple I Is contains a good 
review by Derick Browne (Regina Apple II Group) of 
JumpStart 2.1, a shareware program by Dave Hill which 
replaces the Finder that comes with GS/OS. He (Derick) 


Norm has received HyperStudio, version 2. 
permitting, he will give a demonstration. 

Disk-of-the-Month - GS/OS upgrade 5.0.2 


Time 
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COMPUTER COMMERCIALS 

• IN THE REAL WORLD 

by Dan Gutman 

Last night I was watching TV and saw two commercials 

— for Apple Computer" and Compaq — that really 
flipped me out. 

In the Apple ad, an executive sketches a funny-looking 
flying car on a nankin In the span of about 15 seconds, 
he runs the napkin through a scanner, polishes the 
rough drawing on his Macintosh screen and creates a 
sparkling animated presentation for his new invention 

— the "helocar". 

In the Compaq ad, two executives are looking at a line 
drawing on a computer screen — also "of a car, 
coincidentally. They tap a few keys and swivel the 
image in space, manipulating it to serve their design 
sense. The commercial ends with one of the guys 
exclaiming, "One convertible coming up!". 

The intent of these commercials, obviously, is to show 
the non-computing world how easy it is to use 
computers and how incredibly powerful these amazing 
machines are in business. 


ODYSSEY 

COMPUTERS 


101-1633 HILLSIDE AVE.. VICTORIA. B.C. VST 2C4 (604) 598-4342 


I got to thinking — cigarette companies have to put 
warning labels on their advertising. What if computer 
manufacturers were required by law to make their 
commercials reflect the reality of using a computer? I 
think the script would go something like this... 


SMITH: Jones! I've got this great idea for a flying 

car. I drew this sketch on a napkin. Work up 
some slides with the Macintosh and get back 
to me with them by lunchtime. I'll apply for 
the patent this afternoon. 

JONES: Are you out of your mind? 

SMITH: What's the problem? 

JONES: The problem is hardware, software, 

manpower, training. It'll take months to do 
that job. 

SMITH- Jones this is the comnuter ane Let the 


JONES: Melnick doesn't know' how to run the new 
desktop presentation software. 

SMITH: Well, what about Lafoon? 

JONES: She can run the software, but she doesn't 
h3ve any experience with the gray-scale 
scanner. 

SMITH: How about Blick? 

JONES: He had a nervous breakdown last week trying 
to interface the laser printer with the file 
server. He's in the rehab clinic. 

SMITH: Can't Melnick LEARN now to use the 
software? 

JONES: Sure, f we give him a month and hire 
somebody to take over all his regular 
responsibilities. 

SMITH: Forget about the Macintosh. Can we do the 
job on an IBM compatible 7 

JONES: Well, sure, but we ve got to buy an EGA 
board, a VGA board, a graphics adapter, 
mouse and add colour monitors. 

SMITH: How much will that cost? 

JONES: About $15,000. 

SMITH: What?! I could hire Andy Warhol to make the 
slides for that kind of money. 

JONES: Yeah, but he's dead. And so is the IBM, by the 
way. It's down. 

SMITH: So what? We've got dozens of IBMs. 

JONES: They're all down. " 

SMITH: We have a service contract, don't we? Call one 
of those repair people. 

JONES: I did. They'll be here as soon as they have a free 
appointment. 

SMITH: When will that be? 

JONES: 1994. 

SMITH: This is infuriating! What are we going to do? 

JONES: Um...have you got a pencil and paper?" 

(reprinted from News For Apple lls, November, 1989} 
***** 

Nixon's Theorem The man who can smile when things 

go wrong has thought of someone he Can blame it on. 
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